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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1. (§i process cartridge that is detachably 
mountable tb a main body of an electrophotographic 
image forming apparatus, the process cartridge 
5 comprising: 

an electrophotographic photosensitive drum; 
a developing roller for developing an 
electrostatic* latent image formed on the 
electrophotcdraphic photosensitive drum; 
10 a developing contact portion which, when 

the process cartridge is mounted to the main body, 
contacts a ma iln-body-s ide developing contact 
portion o£ thel main body for applying a voltage to 
the developing \ roller ; 
15 a developing blade for regulating an amount 

of developer onl a peripheral surface of the 
developing roller ; 

a supporting member for supporting the 
developing blad< 
20 a developing frame that rotatably supports 

the developing roller, and that supports the 
supporting memben; 

a drum frame that rotatably supports the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum and that 
25 is connected to th\p developing frame, wherein a 
connection between \the developing frame and the 
drum frame is established so that the developing 
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frame and the drum frame are rockable with respect 
to each o^her; and 

a biasing member that is attached to at 
least one 4nd side of the supporting member in a 
5 lengthwise pirection of the developing roller to 
bias the developing roller toward the 
electrophotography c photosensitive drum, the 
biasing membpr being in contact with the 
developing contact portion, wherein the biasing 
10 member applies a voltage received from the main 
body by the developing contact portion to the 
supporting member so that a potential of the 
developing rollier is the same as a potential of 
the supper ting \ member 

15 

2. A process cartridge according to Claim 
1, wherein a siqe of the biasing member opposite 
to a side on whifph the biasing member is attached 
to the supporting member is attached to the drum 
20 frame. 



25 



3. A process cartridge according to Claim 
1, wherein each cq the biasing member and the 
supporting member a.s made of a conductive material 

4 . A process cartridge according to any 
one of Claims 1-3, wherein the one end side of the 
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supporting member protrudes from a side end 
portion of tfte developing frame on the one end 
side in the lengthwise direction of the developing 
roller , 
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5. A prbcess cartridge according to any 
one of Claims 1+3, wherein Lhc biasing member is 
an extension coill spring, and an end portion of 
the biasing member on a side opposite to a side on 
10 which the biasing! member is attached to the 

supporting member \ in eludes a portion that contacts 
the developing conlacl portion* 

6* A proces^ cartridge that is detachably 
15 mountable to a mainVboriy of an image forming 
apparatus, the process cartridge comprising: 

an electrophotographic photosensitive drum; 
a developing roller for developing an 
electrostatic latent ihtage formed on the 
20 electrophotographic phoLtosensi tive drum; 

a developing contact portion which, when 
the process cartridge isXmounted to the main body, 
contacts a main-body-side\ developing contact 
portion of the main body fS^or applying a voltage to 
25 the developing roller; 

a developing blade fbr regulating developer 
on a surface of the developing roller; 
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a supporting member to which the developing 
blade is fiVed; 

a developing frame that rctatably supports 
the developing roller, and that supports the 
5 siapporting member; 

a devclipper containing frame that contains 
developer to bd supplied to the developing roller; 

a drum Aramc that rotatably supports the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum and that 
10 is connected to it he developing frame, wherein the 
connection between the developing frame and the 
drum frame is eslabl. i. shed so that the developing 
frame and the drujn frame are rockablc with respect 
to each other; 

15 a first end cover that is positioned on one 

end side in a lengthwise direction of the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum to perform 
positioning of at lpast the. drum frame and the 
developer containing frame, the first end cover 

20 provided with the developing contact portion; 

a second end Jove r that is positioned on 
the other end side in\ the lengthwise direction of 
the electrophotographic photosensitive drum to 
perform positioning of\at least the drum frame and 

25 the developer containing frame; and 

a biasing member\that is attached to at 
least one end side of thfe supporting member in a 
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lengthwise direction of the developing roller to 
bias the developing roller toward the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum, the 
biasing member being in contact with the 
developing tcontact portion, wherein each of the 
biasing mem&er and the supporting member is made 
of a conductive material and the biasing member 
applies a voltage received from the main body by 
Lho developing contact portion to the supporting 
member so thatl a potential of the developing 
roller is the same as a potential of the 
supporting mcmrapr . 

7 . A process cartridge according to Claim 
6, wherein a sida, ol Lho biasing member opposite 
to a side on whicri the biasing member is attached 
to the supporting \member attached to the drum 
frame . 



20 8 • A process cartridge according to any 

one of Claims 6-7, vAherein the one end side of the 
supporting member pr&trudes from a side end 
portion of the developing frame on the one end 
side in the lengthwis^ direction of the developing 

25 roller. 

9. A process cartridge according to any 
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one of Claims 6-7, wherein the biasing member is 
an extension coil spring, and an end portion of 
the biasingXmember on a side opposite to a side on 
which the biasing member is connected to the 
supporting member includes a portion that contacts 
the developing contact portion. 



10. Aril electrophotographic image Terming 
apparatus to wAich a process cartridge is 
H) rie tachably mounpble for forming an image on a 
recording medium, the electrophotographic image 
forming apparatus comprising : 

(a) a-mai^-body-side developing contact 
portion ; 

15 (b) mounting means for detachabiy mounting 

the process cartridge, the process cartridge 
including: an electrophotographic photosensitive 
drum; a developing roller for developing an 
electrostatic latentl image formed on the 
20 electrophotographic dhotosensitive drum; a 

developing contact poVtion which, when the process 
cartridge is mounted tao a main body of the 
electrophotographic image forming apparatus, 
contacts the main-body-^ide developing contact 
25 portion for applying a ^oltage to the developing 
roller; a developing blaUe for regulating an 
amount of developer on a peripheral surface of the 
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developing roller; a supporting member for 
supporting\the developing blade; a developing 
frame that Votatably supports the developing 
roller, and\that supports the supporting member; a 
5 drum frame tLt rotatably supports the 

electrophotographic photosensitive drum, and that 
is connected Ao the developing frame, wherein the 
developing frale and the drum frame are rockable 
with respect ti each other; and a biasing member 
,0 that is attached to at least one end side of the 

supporting membir in a lengthwise direction of the 
developing rolleV to bias the developing roller 
toward the electrophotographic photosensitive drum, 
the biasing membei being in contact with the 
15 developing contact portion, wherein the biasing 
member applies a viltage received from the main 
body by the developing contact portion to the 
supporting member si that a potential of the 
developing roller is\ the same as a potential of 
20 the supporting membei; and 

(c) transporting means for transporting the 
recording medium. 
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11. A developing blade for use in a 
cartridge for regulating an amount of 



developer on a periphera. 



surface of a developing 



roller, the process cartridge including: 



an 




J 



* 



- 121 - 




ry 



s 



electrophotographic photosensitive drum; a 
developing\roller for developing an electrostatic 
latent- imag^ formed on the electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum; a developing frame that 
rotatably supports the developing roller; a drum 
frame that ratatably supports the 

electrophotographic photosensitive drum, and that 
is connected ti^o the developing frame, wherein the 
developing fra^e and the drum frame are rockabie 
JO with respect to\ each other; and a biasing member 
for biasing theldeveloping roller toward the 
electrophotographic photosensitive drum, 

wherein tAe developing blade is supported 
by a supporting member and is attached to the 
15 developing frame, fend 

at least onei end of the supporting member 
in a lengthwise direction of the developing roller 
is provided with an attachment portion to which 
the biasing member i\ attached. 




